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Summary 
Below are the sounds of spoken English: 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • FRIEND 

• SAID 

• ANY 

• HEAD 

• SEVEN 

• MET 

• KEPT 

• VET 

• CHECK 

• INTERNET 

• END 

• STRENGTH 

 

 

Compare // 
• GIRL 

• NURSE 

• CHURCH 

• FUR / FIR 

• WORD 

• WORK 

• WORLD 

• HEARD 

• EARN 

• DESSERT 

• ALERT 

• BURP 
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• CURTAIN 

• EMERGENCY 

• LEARN 

• COLONEL 

• SERVE 

• STIR 

• SURF 

• EARTH 

• OCCUR 

• PREFER 

• FURNITURE 

• BIRD 

 

 

• EVERY 

• MEANT 

• READ (past) 

• LEICESTER 

• CHESS 

• DEAD 

• LEAD (noun) 

• LEATHER 

• FEATHER 

• WEATHER=WHETHER 

• NEPHEW 

• ELEVEN 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • SPINACH 

• LYRICS 

• MINUTE 

• ENGLISH 

• WOMEN 

• TICKET 

• MESSAGE 

• VINTAGE 

• ORANGE 

• SPEAK 

• VILLAGE 

• SINCE 

• LUGGAGE 

 

 

 

Compare // 
• MEAT=MEET 

• PEACE 

• LEAST 

• FOURTEEN 

• SEEK 

• LEAK=LEEK 

• PEAK=PEEK 

• HEAT 

• HEAL=HEEL 

• SHEET 

• FEET=FEAT 

• FEEL 

• PEEL 
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• PLEASE 

• EASY 

• CHEAT 

• SEEN=SCENE 

• FIELD 

• SCHEME 

• SEAT 

• LEAVE 

• THESE 

• BETWEEN 

• SEA=SEE 

• NIECE 

• CHEESE 

 

 

• RECIPE 

• LETTUCE 

• PISS 

• LIST 

• FORTY 

• SICK 

• LICK 

• PICK 

• HIT 

• HILL 

• SHIT 

• FIT 

• FILL 

• PILL 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • OFFICE 

• NOUGHT=NOT 

• LOCK 

• POSSIBLE 

• ROTTEN 

• COMMON 

• FOREIGN 

• KNOB 

• MODEL 

• SHOCK 

• NOD 

• PLOT 

 

 

 

Compare // 
• ARKANSAS 

• YACHT 

• BOARD 

• ORCHESTRA 

• LAUNDRY 

• AUDIO 

• DRAW 

• AUGUST 

• CAUSE 

• EXHAUST 

• SAUCE 

• CAUTION 
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• YOURS 

• YAWN 

• AUTHOR 

• IGNORE 

• TAUGHT 

• BOUGHT 

• CAUGHT 

• TALK 

• WATER 

• WALK 

• ORPHAN 

• SAW 

• SWORD 

 

 

 

• WHAT 

• FOLLOW 

• CLOTH 

• BOMBER 

• SORRY 

• STOP 

• BODY 

• OBVIOUS 

• PROBLEM 

• FOREST 

• BORROW 

• COPY 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • COULD 

• SHOULD 

• BOOK 

• GOOD 

• TOOTH 

• WOODEN 

• PUSH 

• WOULD 

• WOLVES 

• BULLY 

• CROOKED 

• FOOT 

 

 

Compare // 
• RULE 

• POOL 

• FOOL 

• RUINED 

• MUSIC 

• FUTURE 

• TOO=TWO 

• WHO 

• CANOE 

• CRUEL 

• RUDE 

• CRUISE 
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• ZOO 

• FOOD 

• DO 

• SHOE 

• TOOL 

• BLEW=BLUE 

• SPOON 

• TRUE 

• RECRUIT 

• SUIT 

• JUICE 

• FRUIT 

• SOUP 

 

 

• TOMB 

• BUTCHER 

• PULL 

• FULL 

• WOOLLY 

• LOOK 

• COOK 

• TOOK 

• BULLET 

• BUSH 

• CUSHION 

• PUDDING 
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Comparison Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 
Compare //
  • MONEY 

• BROTHER 

• BLOOD 

• GLOVES 

• TOUGH 

• ENOUGH 

• NOTHING 

• HONEY 

• LOVE 

• LONDON 

• MOTHER 

• SON=SUN 

• CULTURE 

• COUSIN 

• NONE=NUN 

 

 

Compare // 
• AREN’T=AUNT 

• DANCE 

• BANANA 

• ASK 

• FATHER 

• START 

• ARMY 

• TOMATO (UK) 

• ANSWER 

• CLASS 

• GLASSES 

• VASE 

• SMART 
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• FAST 

• CARD 

• HEART 

• ARGUE 

• LAVA=LARVA 

• GARDEN 

• BARGAIN 

• MASSAGE 

• MOUSTACHE 

• PALM 

• GIRAFFE 

• IRAQ 

• DATA 

 

 

 

• CUPBOARD 

• HUT 

• MUD 

• CUT 

• FUN 

• BUNK 

• CRUSH 

• TUB 

• CUB 

• BUT 

• RUSH 

• US 

• LUST 

• WORRY 

• ONION 

 

Compare //
  • HAT 

• MAD 

• CAT 

• FAN 

• BANK 

• CRASH 

• TAB 

• CAB 

• BAT 

• RASH 

• ASS 

• LAST 

• CONTACT 

• CANYON 

 

• FAMILY 

• FANTASTIC 

• HAND 

• IMAGINE 

• ANT 

• MAN 

• EXAM 

• HAPPEN 

• AFTER 

• MATHEMATICS 

• EXACTLY 

• ACTUALLY 

• FASHION 

• BLACK 
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The Schwa 
The sound // is a VERY short, unstressed vowel sound which normally appears in 
unstressed syllables. 

• COMPUTER 

• FORGET 

• VEGETABLE 

• COMFORTABLE 

• SISTER 

• GARDEN 

• CUPBOARD 

• AROUND 

• PENCIL 

• OFFICIAL 

• RESPONSIBLE 

• OCCUR 

 

 

 

• CENTRE 

• CIRCUS 

• THE 

• SYSTEM 

• COMPANY 

• ATTENTION 

• SUPPORT 

• ARRIVE 

• CAPITAL 

• PRIVATE 

• LITTLE 

• MUSCLE 
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• OTHER 

• PRONUNCIATION 

• SECOND 

• TOWARDS 

• OPEN 

• LITERATURE 

• SILENCE 

• URBAN 

• PROPERLY 

• MIDDLE 

• TEMPERATURE 

• EXERCISE 

 

 

 

• LEADER 

• AGAIN 

• LONDON 

• TOMORROW 

• TAKEN 

• SUGAR 

• PRESENT (n) 

• FORTUNE 

• LEVEL 

• SURVIVE 

• INDIRECT 

• ALONE 

 

• NATURE 

• ANSWER 

• FOCUS 

• DIFFICULT 

• BANANA 

• SUMMER 

• LEISURE 

• PROTECT 

• IMPORTANT 

• THEATRE 

• WIZARD 

• DOCTOR 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • MOBILE 

• PRIVATE 

• FRAGILE 

• WiFi 

• ISLAND 

• TYPE 

• SOCIETY 

• IDENTIFY 

• NEARBY 

• TIGER 

• PYTHON 

• HYAENA 

 

 

Compare // 
• ILLINOIS 

• FOIL 

• APPOINT 

• BOILER 

• TOILET 

• SPOILER 

• TURQUOISE 

• VOYAGE 

• DECOY 

• ANNOY 

• OIL 

• COWBOY 

 

11 

• CHOICE 

• ENJOY 

• OYSTER 

• COIN 

• VOICE 

• EMPLOY 

• JOINT 

• CORDUROY 

• DESTROY 

• NOISY 

• MOISTURE 

• POISON 

 

 

• EYE 

• CLIMBING 

• SCIENCE 

• WILD 

• GUY 

• HEIGHT 

• QUITE 

• AISLE=I’LL 

• PIRACY 

• EITHER 

• VIRUS 

• ENVIRONMENT 

 

 

Compare //
  • PLACE 

• CREATE 

• ALIEN 

• FATAL 

• APRON 

• WEIGH 

• SHAKE 

• MAIL=MALE 

• AMAZING 

• BEHAVE 

• ATE=EIGHT 

• WAIST=WASTE 

 

 

 

• FACE 

• BASS 

• ALWAYS 

• ESCAPE 

• DANGER 

• ACORN 

• AGENCY 

• GRADE 

• GREAT=GRATE 

• BREAK=BRAKE 

• SAIL=SALE 

• STEAK=STAKE 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • PARENTS 

• MAYOR 

• AIR=HEIR 

• SWEAR 

• BEAR 

• FAIR=FARE 

• STAIRS 

• REPAIR 

• PRAIRIE 

• HAIR=HARE 

• DAIRY 

• TEAR (verb) 

• PRAYER 

 

 

Compare // 

• VOWEL 

• DROUGHT 

• DOUBT 

• ROUTER 

• SOW (noun) 

• ROW 

• SCOUT 

• BROWSE 

• COUNT 

• TROUT 

• ALLOW 

• COWARD 

• CROWDED 
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• BROWN 

• GOWN 

• CLOUD 

• BLOUSE 

• STOUT 

• MOUNTAIN 

• FOUNTAIN 

• LOUD 

• POWDER 

• OWL 

• DROWN 

• SPROUTS 

• DOWNTOWN 

 

 

 

• WHERE=WEAR 

• CLAIRVOYANT 

• CHAIR 

• AFFAIR 

• CARE 

• SCARCE 

• LIBRARIAN 

• NIGHTMARE 

• MILLIONAIRE 

• THERE=THEIR 

• YEAH 

• DARE 

• PEAR=PAIR 

 

 

 

Compare //
  • EAR 

• BEER 

• BEARD 

• TEAR (noun) 

• APPEAR 

• GEAR 

• NEAR 

• PIERCE 

• FRONTIER 

• CASHIER 

• SERIOUS 

• MATERIAL 

• CAREER 

 

• HEAR=HERE 

• DEAR=DEER 

• CEREAL=SERIAL 

• SHAKESPEARE 

• CHEERS 

• STEER 

• ENGINEER 

• WEIRD 

• SPHERE 

• SINCERE 

• CLEAR 

• PIONEER 

• BACTERIA 
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Comparison 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • POLL 

• OPEN 

• ROAD 

• CLOTHES 

• COAT 

• TOE 

• TOMATO 

• COLD 

• SNOW 

• ELBOW 

• SO=SEW=SOW 

• KNOW=NO 

• HOTEL 

 

 

Compare // 

• TOUR 

• EUROPE 

• SURE 

• POOR 

• HOUR 

• POWER 

• USUAL 

• SECURE 

• PURE 

• TOURIST 

• FLOUR 

• MATURE 
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• CURE 

• COWARD 

• ENDURE 

• DURING 

• PLURAL 

• LIQUEUR 

• PUNCTUAL 

• INDIVIDUAL 

• JURY 

• CURIOUS 

• FURY 

• FLOWER 

 

 

• GROSS 

• MOLD=MOULD 

• DON’T 

• OH, NO! 

• CHOSE 

• COCKROACH 

• HOLE=WHOLE 

• QUOTE 

• THOUGH 

• SWALLOW 

• SOAP 

• TOAST 

• AGO 
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Plosives 
These sounds are similar to those in Spanish but they sound a lot stronger in 
English. The first sound in every couple is voiceless, the second is voiced. 

• APPLY 

• SHEPHERD 

• APPROPRIATE 

• PEPPER 

• PREPARE 

• APP 

• PLATYPUS 

• FLIP-FLOPS 

• APPLE 

• PUPPET 

• PUBLIC 

• POP 

 

 

• GIRL 

• EGG 

• GOGGLES 

• MAGAZINE 

• EXAM 

• GARLIC 

• TAGGED 

• EXACTLY 

• GEEK 

• BAGAGGE 

• ENGLAND 

• TARGET 
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• TEATIME 

• THOMAS 

• THYME 

• TATTOO 

• PRETEND 

• STAPLER 

• STRAIGHT 

• ASKED 

• BOTTLE 

• TRUTH 

• LITTER 

• LAUGHED 

 

• BERRY 

• BUBBLE 

• LAB 

• VIBRATE 

• EBB 

• BUCKET 

• OBSERVE 

• ABBEY 

• OCTOBER 

• REHAB 

• TROUBLE 

• LIBRARY 

 

 

 

• CHEMISTRY 

• ACHE 

• ACTION 

• CAKE 

• HIKING 

• SCEPTICAL 

• SCHEDULE 

• MECHANIC 

• STOMACH 

• CHARACTER 

• ORCHESTRA 

• SCHOOL 

• TECHNICAL 

 

 

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  • DAVID 

• ABANDONED 

• RODENT 

• BLONDE 

• SUDDENLY 

• DAMAGE 

• FLOOD 

• DAUGHTER 

• DELUDED 

• MARRIED 

• NEEDED 

• PADDLE 
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Fricatives I 
The first sound in every couple is voiceless, the second is voiced. 

• LAUGH 

• OFFER 

• PHONE 

• FLUFFY 

• HALF 

• ENOUGH 

• DECAF’ 

• ORPHAN 

• WiFi 

• FREE 

• MUFFIN 

• OFF 

 

 

• WITH 

• TOGETHER 

• LOATHE 

• SOOTHING 

• ANOTHER 

• WORTHY 

• CLOTHES 

• BATHE 

• BREATHE 

• RHYTHM 

• ALTHOUGH 

• THE 
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• CITY 

• FACE 

• RELAX 

• PROMISE 

• USE (noun) 

• PRESENT (v) 

• PRICE 

• KISSES 

• SCENT 

• VOICE 

• CASTLE 

• PSYCHO 

• GLOUCESTER 

• SWORD 

 

• EVERY 

• STEPHEN 

• SLEEVE 

• SURVIVE 

• AVAILABLE 

• FLAVOUR 

• OF 

• LOVE 

• HOWEVER 

• VALUABLE 

• CURSIVE 

• VACCUUM 

 

 

 

• THIRTY 

• BROTH 

• MONTH 

• ATHLETE 

• THUMB 

• WORTH 

• CLOTH 

• BATH 

• BREATH 

• MARATHON 

• PATHETIC 

• THOUGHT 

 

 

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  

Compare //
  • POSSESS 

• ZEBRA 

• EASY 

• PLEASE 

• USE (verb) 

• PRESENT (n) 

• PRIZE 

• ALWAYS 

• KEYS 

• FREEZES 

• DOES 

• RESULT 

• CITIZEN 

• DESSERT 
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Fricatives II 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Voiceless //
  • CHEF 

• MACHINE 

• CHICAGO 

• FASHION 

• ASH 

• PARTIAL 

• LOTION 

• MANSION 

• ANCIENT 

• MISSION 

• FICTION 

• SPECIES 

• DELICIOUS 

 

 

The sound/ / 

• HOUR 

• HONEST 

• HEIR 

• GHOST 

• VEHICLE 

• THAI 
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• HONOUR 

• GHETTO 

• EXHAUSTED 

• SHEPHERD 

• RHAPSODY 

• GHASTLY 

 

• RUSSIA 

• SUGAR 

• SURELY 

• PASSION 

• OCEAN 

• NATION 

• ISSUE 

• PATIENT 

• OBSESSION 

• SOCIAL 

• SESSION 

• PRESSURE 

• SPECIAL 

 

 

Voiced //
  • USUAL 

• TELEVISION 

• MEASURE 

• VERSION 

• MASSAGE 

• OCCASION 

• DECISION 

• VISUAL 

• BEIGE 

• GENRE 

• ILLUSION 

• SEIZURE 

• INVASION 

 

 

• PLEASURE 

• LEISURE 

• VISION 

• CASUAL 

• DIVISION 

• REVISION 

• CONFUSION 

• TREASURE 

• EXPOSURE 

• LINGERIE 

• EXPLOSION 

• USUALLY 

• ASIA (also with ) 

 

 

BUT  / / 

• HOTEL 

• ALCOHOL 

• WHOLE 

• HOMELESS 

• HIDEOUS 

• HYPOCRITE 

• HIGH-HEELS 

 

 

 

• HOSPITAL 

• HAPPEN 

• BEHAVE 

• HATE 

• AHEAD 

• BEHIND 

• HOSTEL 
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Nasals 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Compare //
  • MIME 

• BLAME 

• IMMATURE 

• THYME 

• PLUMBER 

• CLIMBER 

• SUMMIT 

• COMMENT 

• MOMENT 

• HOMELESS 

• SALMON 

• MEDIUM 

 

 

Compare // 

• SINGING 

• HANGING 

• THING 

• ANKLE 

• FUNCTION 

• NOTHING 

• ANGLE 

• STRONG 

• YOUNG 

• BLANKET 

• THANKS 

• HUNGER 
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• LONG 

• SINGLE 

• ANGRY 

• FINGER 

• BRING 

• SPRING 

• MORNING 

• EVENING 

• KING 

• TONGUE 

• WRONG 

• AMONG 

 

 

 

• CAM 

• SWAM 

• THEM 

• WHIM 

• SUM 

• NUMB 

• CAME 

• SAME 

• COMB 

• FOAM 

• TERM 

• DUMB 

 

Compare //
  • CAN 

• SWAN 

• THEN 

• WIN 

• SON 

• NUN=NONE 

• CANE 

• SANE 

• CONE 

• PHONE 

• TURN 

• DONE 

• NINE 

• BORN 

• THORN 

• GNOME 

• ALIGN 

• FOREIGN 

• CONNECT 

• ANNOY 

• SIGN 

• KNOW 

• COLONEL 

• NANNY 
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Affricates 
Compare //
  • FUTURE 

• NATURE 

• OSTRICH 

• CHEETAH 

• ARMCHAIR 

• CZECH 

• ITCH 

• PURCHASE 

• ADVENTURE 

• FORTUNATE 

• PICTURE 

• APPROACH 

• TOUCH 

• KITCHEN 

 

 

Compare // 
• GIRL 

• SMALL 

• FULL 

• FILM 

• ALWAYS 

• OLD 

• MELTED 

• MILK 

• HELP 

• CIRCLE 

• TALL 

• TALK 

• EMAIL 

• HOLE=WHOLE 
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• CHANGE 

• TEMPERATURE 

• CHOOSE 

• CHOP 

• TEACHER 

• PITCH 

• CHECK 

• WHICH=WITCH 

• CULTURE 

• RIGHTEOUS 

• SITUATION 

• CHEAT-SHEET 

• CATCH 

• SWITCH 

 

 

Compare //
  • JUDGE 

• EDUCATION 

• PROCEDURE 

• SOLDIER 

• GINGER 

• LANGUAGE 

• ADVANTAGE 

• PAGE 

• HUGE 

• ENGINEER 

• DANGER 

• IMAGE 

• LARGE 

• FRIDGE 

• EGYPT 

 

 

• LOLLIPOP 

• SLIM 

• BLACK 

• LAUGHTER 

• FLAG 

• LETTER 

• CLEAN 

• LIGHTNING 

• LEVEL 

• LOUDLY 

• EXACTLY 

• LATELY 

• TALLER 

• SMALLER 

 

 

Laterals 
Compare // 

• MAJOR 

• JEW 

• TEENAGER 

• GENES=JEANS 

• JOURNEY 

• GIANT 

• SUBJECT 

• INJURY 

• REGION 

• URGENT 

• SANDWICH 

• SPINACH 

• GRADUATE 

• KNOWLEDGE 

• MANAGER 
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Frictionless continuant 

But when the letter ‘r’ appears at the end of a syllable: 
Compare /r/
  • FRIEND 

• ROSE 

• FURRY 

• EARRING 

• WRITE 

• AROUND 

• BREAK 

• CARRY 

• MARRIAGE 

• DIFFERENT 

• MIRROR 

• WORRIED 

• PARENT 

 

 

Compare // 
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• FURNITURE 

• PICTURE 

• NATURE 

• AIRBAG 

• MURDER 

• COLOUR 

• THEIR=THERE 

• FIRE 

• SOUR 

• SUGAR 

• OVER 

• RAZOR 

• BEER 

 

 

 

• EVERY 

• READ 

• ERRAND 

• PROUD 

• ALGERIA 

• REALLY 

• HAIRY 

• CARROT 

• BRAZIL 

• CROCODILE 

• FROTHY 

• ARROW 

• TREASURE 

 

 

 

Compare //, // and //
  • CARPET 

• AREN’T 

• START 

• FAR 

• BARGAIN 

• CARDIGAN 

• FARMER 

• GARLIC 

• CHARLES 

• ARGUE 

• PARK 

• CARPET 

• VARNISH 

 

 

 

• FURTHER 

• BLUR 

• WORD 

• WEREN’T 

• MURDER 

• FIRM 

• NERD 

• CURB 

• TERM 

• PURGE 

• SIR 

• SURFACE 

• SERVANT 

 

• SWORD 

• INFORM 

• REPORT 

• WAR 

• YOURS 

• BOARD 

• CHORE 

• BORED 

• HORSE 

• ORPHAN 

• MOURN 

• NORTH 

• DOOR 
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Semi-vowels 
Repeat these words out loud, then make full sentences. 

Semi-vowel //  
• ONE=WON 

• WHEN 

• WISH 

• WATER 

• TOWARDS 

• BEWARE 

• AWAY 

• WHY 

• WOOD 

• WOOL 

• WOULD 

• AWARE 

 

 

 

Semi-vowel // 
• UNIFORM 

• USUAL 

• UNIQUE 

• EURO 

• MISUSE 

• UNIVERSITY 

• UNIT 

• UNION 

• USEFUL 

• YOURS 

• YELL 

• BUOYANCY 
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• BEYOND 

• YOUNG 

• YELLOW 

• BEAUTY 

• MUSIC 

• DURING 

• TUTOR 

• STUPID 

• KNEW 

• ARGUE 

• YEAR 

• PURE 

 

 

• OTHERWISE 

• MEANWHILE 

• COWORKER 

• WEAR=WHERE 

• WAREHOUSE 

• HARDWARE 

• REWIND 

• WINE=WHINE 

• ANYWAY 

• SOMEONE 

• WHALE 

• WIRELESS 

 

 

 



 

Jens Martensson 22 

WRAP-UP 

Sounds and Letters  (A poem for ESL students) 

When in English class we speak, why is break nor rhymed with freak? Will you tell me why it's true 

that we say sew, but also few?  

  

When a poet writes a verse, why is horse not rhymed with worse? Beard sounds not the same as 

heard. Lord sounds not the same as word.  

  

Cow is cow, but low is low. Shoe is never rhymed with toe. Think of nose and dose and lose. Think 

of goose, but then of choose.  

  

Confuse not comb with tomb or bomb, doll with roll, or home with some. We have blood and food 

and good. Mould is not pronounced like could.  

  

There's pay and say, but paid and said. "I will read", but "I have read". Why say done, but gone and 

lone - Is there any reason known?  

  

To summarise, it seems to me sounds and letters disagree.  
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Check what you’ve learned with these online exercises: 

•Vowel Sounds & Food Vocabulary 

•The Alphabet 

•Numbers 

•Days of the Week 

•Months of the Year 

•Countries 

•Nationalities 

http://rafamoreno.com/Rafa/Food1.htm
http://rafamoreno.com/Materiales/Alphabet.htm
http://rafamoreno.com/Materiales/NumbersTrans.htm
http://rafamoreno.com/Materiales/WeekDays.htm
http://rafamoreno.com/Materiales/Months.htm
http://rafamoreno.com/Materiales/Countries.htm
http://rafamoreno.com/Materiales/Nationalities.htm


Launch 


